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Problems

Everything you need to know to successfully find the funds to pay for college

Complete the FAFSA

The Free Application for Federal Stu-
dent Aid (FAFSA) needs to be re-
newed every year with the previous
year's income tax information. If you
are under 24, single and/or have no
dependents, you will need your par-
ents’ and your own 2010 income in-
formation for the 2011-2012 school
year FAFSA. *note that even if you
file your taxes separately from your
parents, or don't live at home, you
will most likely be considered a de-
pendent for the purposes of the
FAFSA. Special exclusions may ap-
ply, so talk to your persistence coach
if you have questions about this. If
you are filing the FAFSA as an inde-
pendent because you are married, 24
or older, or have children (and pay for
more than 50% of their expenses) you
will only need your own 2010 tax in-
formation.

Fill out the FAFSA as soon as you
can, even if your school's priority
deadline is late in the semester.
Many federal grants are given not
only based on need, but also on a
first-come, first-serve basis. Check
with your financial aid office to see if
any supplemental or institutional
forms are required to be eligible for
aid.

If you have questions when you're
filling out the FAFSA call: 1-800-4-
FED-AID. You can also live chat with
someone by going to http://
www.fafsa.ed.gov/contact.htm. Your
Persistence Coach will also be happy
to meet with you in person or talk to
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you over the phone to help fill out
your FAFSA or TASFA. Go to the link
below to start filling out your FAFSA:
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/

What's Your University's
Priority Deadline?

ACC : April 1

Summer aid form : March 15
Baylor: March 1

Concordia: March 31

OLLU: May 1

Sam Houston: April 1
Southwestern: March 1

SFA: April 1

St. Edwards: April 15

St. Mary’s: March 31

Texas A&M University: March 1
TAMU at Commerce: April 15
TAMU at Kingsville: March 31
TAMU at Corpus Christi: March 31
Texas State University: March 31
TCU: March 15

TWU: March 15

UNT: March 31

UIW: April 1

UT Arlington: April 15

UT Austin: March 15

UTSA: March 15

If your school isn't listed, check your
school’s priority deadline at your fi-
nancial aid office.

What's the TASFA?

If you are ineligible for federal aid
because of citizenship requirements,
but qualify as a Texas resident, you
can fill out the Texas Application for
State Financial Aid (TASFA). Like the
FAFSA, the TASFA needs to be com-

pleted every year in order to receive
state financial aid. Fill it out early and
hand in or mail the forms to your
school’s financial aid office. Always
double check with your school to
make sure the paperwork is received
and processed. Go to the link below
to find the TASFA application:
http://www.aie.org/State/TASFA/
2011-2012 tasfa application.pdf

Get Help Filing Taxes and
Filling out the FAFSA/TASFA

There is no reason to spend money in
order to get money, so never pay to
apply for financial aid or scholarships.
There are plenty of resources to help
you for free.

Community Foundations offers free
tax preparation at sites all over Aus-
tin. Go to www.foundcom.org/
documents/2011%20CTC%
20Schedule%20flyer.pdf to find a free
tax preparation site near you.

Financial Aid Saturdays—The Austin
Chamber of Commerce is offering
free help with filling out the FAFSA
and TASFA at high schools around
Austin and the surrounding areas.
Additionally, community foundations
will be available at some of these lo-
cations to help prepare the tax infor-
mation necessary for filling out the
FAFSA and TASFA. Go to http://
www.collegereadyaustin.com/
fascalendar.html  or call 888-311-
8881 for updated times and places.
Most events take place on Saturdays
from 8:30am-12:30pm.

Get Summer Financial Aid

If you received a Pell grant for Fall

and Spring semesters, you may be

eligible for Pell Grant funds during
the summer term. To qualify you
must:

1 Have completed 24 credit hours
during the prior fall and spring se-
mesters and received passing
grades

9 Enroll in at least 6 hours of courses
during the summer. Note: You must
take classes at the institution you
regularly attend to be eligible for
summer aid.

Check in with your school’s financial
aid office to find out which school
year's FAFSA is used to determine
your eligibility for summer aid. Some
schools may also require you to fill
out an institutional form for summer
funding.

Final Stretch Grant for

Summer Classes

If you are a Junior or Senior (in other
words, if you will have completed at
least 60 credit hours by the time sum-
mer classes start) and are eligible for
a Pell Grant, you may be eligible for
the $2,000 Final Stretch Grant. This
grant is awarded on a first-come ba-
sis, and students enrolling in the first
summer semester will be given prior-
ity. Physical Science, Technology,
Engineering or Math majors will also
be given consideration above others.
To apply, go to:
https://www1.thecb.state.tx.us/apps/
CACG/Default.ctfm

Satisfactory Academic

Progress

In addition to your income, your eligi-
bility for financial aid can also depend
on your college GPA. Each school
determines their criteria for the Satis-
factory Academic Progress (SAP) stu-
dents who receive aid must maintain.
Generally, you must keep a 2.0 and
complete at least 67% of the credits
you attempt to take (so failing or
withdrawing from a class would count
as credits you attempted but didnt
complete). However, schools may set
the bar higher for GPA and com-
pleted credit requirements. Typically,
these calculations are made at the

end of a full academic school year in
the Spring. For more information,
contact your financial aid office and/
or your persistence coach. If, for
good reasons, you fail to keep up
with the Satisfactory Academic Pro-
gress requirements determined by
your school and are denied aid, you
may file an appeal. Get in touch with
us if you're worried about meeting
the SAP requirements.

Adventures in Education: www.aie.org/

Fast Web: www.fastweb.com/
Get A Life: www.getalife.tx.gov/

Education Planner: www.educationplanner.org/education_planner/
default.asp?sponsor=2859

Fid Aid: www.finaid.org/otheraid/service.phtml

Student Aid Website: www.studentaid.ed.gov

College For All Texans: www.collegefortexans.com/cfbin/inst.cfm
Find Money for College: www.scholarships.com/main.aspx

Career One Stop: www.acinet.org/acinet/scholarshipsearch/
ScholarshipCategory.asp?searchtype=category&nodeid=22

College Board: http://apps.collegeboard.com/cbsearch_ss/welcome.jsp
Scholar Site: www.scholarsite.com/index.asp

Free Scholarship Search: www.collegescholarships.com/
free_scholarship_searches.htm

For Hispanic Students
Hispanic Scholarship Fund: www.hsf.net/

Hispanic College Fund: www.hispanicfund.org/scholarships/

Latino College Dollars: www.latinocollegedollars.org/directory.htm

Featured Scholarship: New York Times Essay
Contest on Love and Modern Relationships

Have something to say about modern love and relationships?
The New York Times is sponsoring a 1500-1700 word essay
contest. If having your thoughts published in the NY Times
isn't enough of an incentive, the $1,000 scholarship should
be.

For more information visit:
http://www.nytimes.com/ads/marketing/modernlove/

Deadline to submit the essay is March 31%.
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